

Calving Time
Calving Kit

1. Bucket, warm water, disinfectant

6.   Broad Spectrum Antibiotic
(chlorhexidine or prepodyne)


7.   Oxytocin (Rx)

2. Lubricant
(OB lube, J-lube)


8.   Clean towels


3. OB straps and handles


           9.   Calf esophageal feeder

4. OB sleeve gloves
          


10.  Tail tie
5. Vitamin E/Selenium injections (Rx)
          
Cows Prior to Calving

1. Cows should calve out at a body condition score of 6 out of 9. 
2. Feed thin cows PRIOR to calving to increase milk production, improve colostrum quality, grow stronger, more resilient calves, and increase energy and stamina for calving.

3. Selenium injection (Rx) if not on adequate supplementation. Test if unsure.

4. Vaccinate against: 
Clostridial diseases (7 or 8-way)

Respiratory viruses (IBR, PI3, BRSV, and BVD1&2),

Abortive viruses (Lepto and Vibrio)

Scours agents (improve colostrum quality to prevent calf hood scours)
5. Deworm and de-fluke. Feed the growing calf and cow instead of parasites.
Cows in Labor

1. Use the motto “when in doubt, check it out”.
2. You MUST be CLEAN and GENTLE with any calving intervention.

3. EARLY intervention is critical to saving both the cow and the calf.

4. Assist the following or call your veterinarian:

a. Hard labor for 30 minutes to 1 hour without progress.

b. Any abnormal presentation. Time will not correct these. Normal presentation is a nose and two front feet at the vulva.

c. Unusual behavior: Cows that seem to start labor, then don’t progress. 

5. Handle cows as gently and with as little stress as possible. The more stress, the more likely you will have problems with cow-calf bonding.
6. After delivery, strip a few drops of colostrum from each teat. This will clean out the teat tip and make it easier for the calf to get its first mouthful of colostrum. If the calf is weak, you may need to milk the mother and tube -feed it.

Calves at Birth

1. Dip navel (prepodyne).
2. The single most important factor in calf survival is receiving adequate colostrum. Replacement or supplemental colostrum MUST be given to calves within the first 12-24 hours of life. The colostral antibodies CAN NOT be absorbed after this time frame. Consult your veterinarian regarding techniques of supplementation for weak calves.
3. Vitamin E/Selenium injection (Rx) only if cow is not supplemented well or calf is weak or not thriving
All procedures recommended above are not right for all operations. Always consult your veterinarian for details. Drugs marked (Rx) are prescription drugs that require a well-established veterinarian/client/patient relationship for use.
